
Liquor licensing statistics (Scotland): 2011-12
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Premises licences

Licences in force on 31 March 2012 16,391 630 626 350 592 134 635 422 329 180 300 158 1,851 99 366 1,045 1,748 1,212 

(a) on sale licence 
3

11,553 449 434 270 426 107 476 302 206 116 209 113 1,359 68 228 714 1,230 896 

(b) off sale licence only 4,838 181 192 80 166 27 159 120 123 64 91 45 492 31 138 331 518 316 

Applications received during 2011-12

(a) on sale 
4

239 9 11 3 7 2 6 9 5 3 5 4 39 1 8 5 40 17 

(b) off sale only 206 11 3 7 2 1 4 7 2  - 1 2 31  - 12 8 35 15 

Applications refused under section 23 during 2011-12 21  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 3  -  -  - 8 1 

Applications granted under section 23 during 2011-12 354 17 18 10 9  - 10 12  - 3 6  - 69 1 18 13 50 12 

Applications for review of premises licence under sections 36 

and 37 resulting in :

(a) written warning 121 4 3 3 7  - 3  - 4 1 1  - 4  - 1 7 10 5 

(b) variation 54 10 1  -  - 1 1  -  -  -  -  - 12  -  - 3 7  - 

(c) suspension 114 1 1 1 2  -  -  - 4 1  - 1 11  - 5 4 14  - 

(d) revocation 40  - 5  -  - 2 2 1 1 2  -  - 1  -  - 1 12 2 

(e) no action 113 14 4  -  -  -  - 1 4 3 9  - 17  - 2  - 3 5 

Personal licences

Licences in force on 31 March 2012 
5

46,701 2,063 2,113 843 1,465 471 1,406 1,125 1,068 608 724 472 5,881 262 1,188 2,959 6,135 2,016 

Applications under section 72 during 2011-12

(a) refused 17 1  - 2 1  -  -  - 1  -  -  - 5  -  - 3  -  - 

(b) granted 5,282 340 219 81 78 39 154 134 134 49 100 41 823 18 143 343 683 310 

Proceedings taken under section 83 (notice of conviction) 

resulting in :

(a) endorsement 28 2  - 3  - 2 1 4  - 1  -  - 2  -  -  -  - 2 

(b) suspension 6  -  - 1  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 1  -  -  - 

(c) revocation 5  -  -  -  -  - 1  -  - 1  -  -  -  -  -  - 1 2 

(d) no action 14 2  -  -  -  - 2 3  - 1 1  - 1  -  -  -  - 1 

Proceedings taken under section 84 (conduct inconsistent with 

licensing objectives) resulting in :

(a) endorsement 41  - 1  -  -  - 1  -  -  -  -  - 11  - 3 1 2  - 

(b) suspension 26  -  -  -  -  - 1  -  -  -  -  - 3  - 1  - 3  - 

(c) revocation 13 2  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 1  -  - 4  -  -  - 3  - 

(d) no action 16 1  -  -  - 1 2  -  -  -  -  - 2  -  - 1  -  - 

Proceedings under section 86 (multiple endorsements) resulting 

in :

(a) endorsement  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(b) suspension  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(c) revocation  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(d) no action  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Staff employed at 31 March 2012
Number (full-time equivalent) of licensing standards officers 

employed 63.6 1.5 4 1 2 1 2.6 2 2 2 1 1 8 1 2 4 4 4

 
Source:  Annual returns submitted by local authority licensing boards to Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services 
 
Notes:  This information is derived from live management information systems. While the figures are subject to quality assurance processes as far as is possible, they will be subject to the types of errors inherent in any such system and may be 
subject to on-going revision. Most local authority licensing boards have put in place new IT systems to manage the implementation of the 2005 Act and there may be issues of comparability until a longer run of data becomes available. At this 
stage, it is difficult to meaningfully compare these figures over time due to changes in the way licences are being administered under current licensing arrangements (for instance, single licences for premises which were previously subject to 
multiple licences, and registered clubs coming under the responsibility of licensing boards rather than sheriff courts).  
 
Symbols used in this table:  -  nil 
 
1.  Figures for Fife for proceedings taken for personal licenses are an underestimate as, for some proceedings, information was not available on the relevant section of the 2005 Act.  
2.  Glasgow City's figure for applications received for premises licenses Includes provisional licences. 
3.  The on licence category includes licences which allowed for both on sales transactions and off sales transactions  
4.  The on sale category includes applications received which covered both on sale and off sale. 
5.  The number of personal licences at March 2012 is substantially higher than the figure for March 2011. This increase is expected as people may hold a personal licence but no longer be active in the trade. The personal licence requires to be 
renewed after 10 years, and personal licence holders will require to undertake training every five years and produce to the Board evidence of having done so. Failing which, the Board must revoke the licence. 
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1 1 0.8 2 2 1 1 1 2 0.2 1.5 2 1 2 2

 
Source:  Annual returns submitted by local authority licensing boards to Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services  
Notes:  This information is derived from live management information systems. While the figures are subject to quality assura nce processes as far as is possible, they will be subject to the types of errors inherent in any such system and may be 
subject to on-going revision. Most local authority licensing boards have put in place new IT systems to manage the implementatio n of the 2005 Act and there may be issues of comparability until a longer run of data becomes available. At this 
stage, it is difficult to meaningfully compare these figures over time due to changes in the way licences are being administe red under current licensing arrangements (for instance, single licences for premises which were previously subject to 
multiple licences, and registered clubs coming under the responsibility of licensing boards rather than sheriff courts).  
Symbols used in this table:  -  nil 
1.  Figures for Fife for proceedings taken for personal licenses are an underestimate as, for some proceedings, information w as not available on the relevant section of the 2005 Act.  
2.  Glasgow City's figure for applications received for premises licenses Includes provisional licences.  
3.  The on licence category includes licences which allowed for both on sales transactions and off sales transactions  
4.  The on sale category includes applications received which covered both on sale and off sale.  
5.  The number of personal licences at March 2012 is substantially higher than the figure for March 2011. This increase is ex pected as people may hold a personal licence but no longer be active in the trade. The personal licence requires to be 
renewed after 10 years, and personal licence holders will require to undertake training every five years and produce to the B oard evidence of having done so. Failing which, the Board must revoke the licence.  



A NATIONAL STATISTICS PUBLICATION FOR SCOTLAND 
 
These statistics as designated as National Statistics, in accordance with the Statistics and Registration Service 
Act 2007 and signifying compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics.  
 
Designation can be broadly interpreted to mean that the statistics:  
 • meet identified user needs;  
 • are well explained and readily accessible;  
 • are produced according to sound methods, and  
 • are managed impartially and objectively in the public interest.  
 
When statistics are designated as National Statistics, it is a statutory requirement that the Code of Practice shall 
be observed. Further information about Official and National Statistics can be found on the UK Statistics 
Authority website at www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk.  
 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 
Our Aim 
 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the needs of government, business 
and the people of Scotland. For more information on the Statistician Group, please see the Scottish 
Government website at www.scotland.gov.uk/statistics 
 
Correspondence and enquiries 
 
Enquiries on this publication should be addressed to: 
Alan Fleming 
Scottish Government 
Justice Analytical Services 
2WR, St Andrew's House 
EDINBURGH EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 2647 
e-mail: JusticeAnalysts@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 
General enquiries on Scottish Government statistics can be addressed to: 
Office of the Chief Statistician and Performance 
Scottish Government 
4N.06, St Andrews House 
EDINBURGH EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0442 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Further contact details, e-mail addresses and details of previous and forthcoming publications can be found on 
the Scottish Government Website at www.scotland.gov.uk/statistics. 
 
Complaints and suggestions 
 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician at the address above.  
 
If you would like to be consulted about new/existing statistical collections or receive notification of forthcoming 
statistical publications, please register your interest on the Scottish Government ScotStat website at 
www.scotland.gov.uk/scotstat. 
 
Crown Copyright 
 
Brief extracts from the Crown Copyright material in this publication may be reproduced provided the source is 
fully acknowledged. 
 


